



        


Gladesville - Hornsby

Football Association Incorporated

2006  NON-COMPETITIVE  MINI  SOCCER
UNDER  6  TO  UNDER  8  AGE  GROUPS

Background
Organisation of non-competitive, mini soccer by the Gladesville-Hornsby Football Association follows the practice of a large number of other football Associations (of other codes) throughout New South Wales.   In formulating the guidelines for mini-soccer, GHFA has followed the spirit of the Australian Soccer Federation’s national policy for junior football.   “Towards a National Junior Policy” written by Eric Worthington, can be found in the Australian Soccer Federation Coaches Manual.

SHIN  PADS are mandatory “NO  PADS  NO  PLAY”.   This is a FIFA ruling and is to be enforced in all games played under the control of GHFA.

Working With Children Forms - Please note all coaches, managers etc MUST sign a Working With Children form before they start working with any team.   If anyone has not signed one of these this year, please contact your Club.

Mini  Soccer
Very briefly, the important aspects of mini soccer which coaches, managers and parents should be aware of are listed below:-

*
at 6-8 years of age, most children’s football skills and abilities vary widely;

*
the children generally lack co-ordination and have a poor balance;

*
muscular development is poor;   strength is low compared to body weight;

*
competitive spirit does not have to be taught to the children - they know enough about 
it to enjoy their game;

*
they will possess limited (and probably no) group skills;

*
visual perception of depth and speed of moving ball is poor;

*
concentration is limited to a short time span;

*
soccer fitness is natural;   the children revel in running about and other ‘big muscle”


activities;

*
generally the children quickly lose interest in the match result after the game;   some 
are not aware whether they “won” or “lost”.

The modified rules and size of pitch adopted for mini soccer are designed to take these important facts into account.   Above all however, it is emphasised that the role of parents, coaches and managers should be to encourage the children to enjoy their participation in mini soccer, as individuals and as part of a team.

The coach, manager or a capable parent from the team will be required to referee at least one half of each game.   GHFA requires that the coach and manager of each team (or their representatives) will wear an official armband which can be obtained from your Club Secretary.   Instructions to the team or to the players may only be given by these “officials” from the sideline.   Coaching advice should not be given by the referee on the field during the game.   Coaches or managers are not permitted on the field with their team during the game.   The only time a coach or manager is allowed on the field is when called by the referee to treat an injured player.

At the games, coaches/managers are asked to encourage the parents and children on the sideline to support their team through enthusiastic barracking and to refrain from any derisive comments or negative expression which could be detrimental to the players and the spirit of the game.   No spectator/coach/manager is allowed on the goal line OR BEHIND THE GOAL POSTS at any stage of the game.

In the interest of sportsmanship, no attacking player should be positioned between the oppositions goalkeeper and fullback.   See 6(a)

1.
Mini soccer for Under 6 & 7 is played on a 50 x 30 metre pitch with a line drawn 
parallel the goal line half way along the pitch.   The goal/penalty area shall be a 
semi-circular area 7 metres radius.   Corners shall be marked with a 1 metre radius.   
Goals shall be 5 metres long by 1.5 metres high.   Goal kicks shall be taken from a 
position inside the 7 metre radius.

2.
Mini soccer for Under 8 is played on a 3/4 size field with markings specific to Under  8 football.   There shall be a 12m x 14m goal square with a 7m radius centre circle.
3.
Each team in Under 6 and Under 7 shall consist of 6 players on the field with 3 
substitutes interchangeable at any stage during the duration of the game.

4.
Each team in Under 8 shall consist of 9 players on the field with 4 substitutes 
interchangeable at any stage during the duration of the game. 

5.
Duration of games shall be 15 minutes each way with a 5 minute half time for Under 6 
& 7 age groups and 20 minutes each way with a 5 minute half time for Under 8 age 
group.

6.
The general rules of Association Football shall apply except for:


(a)
the off-side rule which shall not apply;


(b)
the goalkeeper after picking up a ball in general play is permitted to move to the 

front of the marked penalty area to clear the ball.   i.e. drop kick or throw.

7.
Competition points shall not be accumulative.

8.
The season will end the week prior to the Championship Finals for competitive 
football.

9.
Wet Weather - The Association will notify your Club on Friday afternoon if any ground are closed due rain.   If your Club does not notify you then your game will be on, except if on a Friday night, rain washes the ground out then it is up to the Club looking after that ground to close the ground on the Saturday morning.

10.
Games cancelled due to wet weather will not be replayed except that the season may 
be extended in line with the competition football.

11.
Should your team not be able to play any game, the defaulting team Club Secretary 
must notify the opposition Club Secretary by 7.00 pm on the Friday preceding the 
game (fines can be imposed if this is not done).
12.
It is the policy of the Association that Under 6s & 7s do not require grading however
in the interest of the children and to make it easier for Clubs for Under 9s, Under 8s
may be graded or partially graded.

In organising the team’s substitutions for a match, all children must be given equal opportunity to participate.

Other important rules of international soccer which you will most frequently encounter in mini soccer for Under 6, 7 & 8 ages are briefly outlined below.   Naturally, the application of these should be fair, but there will be times when minor infringements should be overlooked, in the interests of letting the game flow.

1.
The ball is out of play when it wholly crosses the goal or sideline.   Similarly a goal is 
scored when the whole of the ball has passed over the goal line between the goal posts 
and under the cross bar, including when it is carried backwards across the goal by the 
keeper!

2.
Throw-ins: the thrower at the moment of delivery must face the field of play and part 
of each foot shall be either on the sideline or on the ground outside it.   The thrower 
shall use both hands, delivering the ball from behind and over the head.

3.
Certain Exceptions!!!   


(a)
Thrower of ball cannot play the ball after throw-ins unless it has been touched by another player.


(b)
After taking corner kicks or free kicks, the kicker cannot play at the ball a second time unless it has been touched by another player.


(c)
Free kicks, as the name implies, means the ball has to be touched by another 


player after the kick has been taken, before a goal can be scored from it.

4.
Opposing players have to remain 7 metres from the ball for the following:


(a)
kick-off (outside the centre circle marked on the field).


(b)
free kicks (or on the goal line between the goalposts).


(c)
corner kicks.


(d)
goal kicks.

5.
When restarting the game after stoppage (eg for injury etc.) a “drop ball” will be 

played at the point where play has stopped.   This is pertinent where a goalkeeper is 
injured after making a good save.   If he retains possession of the ball and the game is 
halted, a “drop ball” will be taken where the goalkeeper is downed.   As such referees 
should always encourage the injured goalkeeper to clear the ball (at least to their 
fullbacks or out of play) before the game is halted to attend to the injury sustained.   
This, at least will not penalise the goalkeeper who may have sustained the injury 
through a brilliant save.

6.
An “indirect” free kick will be awarded against a player who intentionally commits 
the following:


(a)
kicks or attempts to kick an opponent;


(b)
trips an opponent;


(c)
jumps at an opponent;


(d)
charges in a dangerous manner;


(e)
charges an opponent from behind;


(f)
strikes or attempts to strike an opponent;


(g)
holds an opponent with his hands;


(h)
pushes an opponent with his hands:


(i)
handles the ball with his hands:


(j)
playing in a dangerous manner;


(k)
charging (with shoulder) when the ball is not within playing distance:


(l)
when not playing the ball he intentionally obstructs an opponent;


(m)
charging the goalkeeper 

We  trust  the  above  information  assists  all  involved  with  mini  soccer  but  should  you  require  any  further  information  please  contact -

Ken  Walker  -  GHFA Mini Football Co-ordinator 9873 1211

Ross  Iredale  -  GHFA  Competition Secretary  9484 6745

******************************

G R O U N D S

Grounds  for  2006  Under  6  &  7

Buffalo Creek Reserve
Pittwater Rd, Hunters Hill

Fontenoy No. 1 
Fontenoy Rd, North Ryde

Galston No. 4 & 5
Galston Rd, Galston

Holland No. 2
Holland Rd. off Glenhaven Rd, Glenhaven

Holy Cross College No. 2 & 3
Buffalo & Cressy Rds, Ryde

Kenthurst Park No. 3 & 4
Park Rd, Kenthurst

Magdala No. 2 & 3
Magdala Rd, North Ryde

Meadowbank 5 
Constitution Rd, Meadowbank

Morrison 6

Frances Rd, Putney

Oakleigh No. 2 & 3
Giblett Ave, Thornleigh

Redfield No. 2
855 Old Northern Rd, Dural

Santa Rosa No. 2 & 3
Bridge Rd, Ryde

Thomas Thompson Nos. 1 & 2
Cedarwood Dr, Cherrybrook

View Street No. 3
View Street, West Pennant Hills

West Epping No. 3 (West Epping School)
Ward Street, Epping


Woods Street No. 1, 2 & 3
Woods St, North Epping

Grounds  for  2006  Under 8
Booth Park

Sutherland Rd, Beecroft

Boronia No. 3 H/Hill
Princes St, Boronia Park

Carlingford No. 1
Roselea Way, Carlingford

Fontenoy No. 2
Fontenoy Rd, North Ryde

Galston No. 3
Galston Rd, Galston

Glenhaven No. 2
Glenhaven Rd, Glenhaven

Holy Cross College No. 4
Buffalo & Cressy Rds, Ryde

James Henty Park 1 & 2
James Henty Drive, Dural

Kenthurst Park No. 1
Park Rd, Kenthurst

Meadowbank Park No. 4 & 6
Constitution Rd, Meadowbank

Morrison Bay No. 3
Frances Rd, Putney

Redfield No. 3
855 Old Northern Rd, Dural

Ruddock Park
Quartersessions Rd, Westleigh

West Epping Oval No. 2
Ward St, Epping

*************************

GLADESVILLE-HORNSBY  FOOTBALL  ASSOCIATION   INC.

MINI-SOCCER  CODES  OF  BEHAVIOUR

Winning at any sport is a vital part of sporting tradition but this is not as important as the “spirit of the game”.   This spirit stems from a commitment to fair play and children see winning as only a small part of their motivation.

Coaches  and  Managers  Code  of  Behaviour
*
be reasonable in your demands of young players.

*
all players regardless of ability deserve equal playing time.

*
children play for fun and enjoyment.   Don’t ridicule mistakes.

*
teach players that rules of sport should be followed, not broken.

*
develop team respect for opponents and officials from both teams.

*
plan training so players are “learning by doing”.   Too much talk creates boredom.

Parents  Code  of  Behaviour
*
encourage a child to participate but do not force them if they are not willing.

*
honest effort is as important as winning.   Accept results without disappointment.

*
never ridicule or yell at a child for making mistakes or losing the game.

*
children are involved for their enjoyment, not for their parents.

*
children learn best by example.   Applaud good plays by all teams.

*
do not question judgement of officials in public.   They are volunteers giving their time and effort for your child’s enjoyment.

*
recognise the importance of your child’s coach.   They give up their time and deserve your 
support.

*
eliminate verbal and physical abuse from all sporting activities.

Players  Code  of  Behaviour
*
play by the rules.

*
never argue with officials.   Disagreements should be discussed by your coach or manager 


during a break or after the game.

*
control your temper.   Abuse of opponents or officials is not allowed in any sport.

*
work equally hard for yourself and your team and both will benefit.

*
be a good sport.   Applaud good plays by your team and your opponents.

*
treat all players the way you would like to be treated yourself.

*
co-operate with your coach, team mates and opponents.   Without them there would be no 
game.

*
play for the “fun of it” and not just to please parents and coaches.

For far too long pressure has been exerted on players at an early age.   Mini soccer has been designed to give younger players the opportunity to participate and enjoy the game.   Teams are organised to experience enjoyable and purposeful soccer with the matches played on a friendly basis.   Playing MINI SOCCER is designed to promote a players interest and enjoyment of the game so they will want to continue in future years of soccer competition.

******************************
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